CHAPTER XIX.

THE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA: LAST STAGE IN
THE DECLINE OF THE EMPIRE.

THE Peace of Westphalia is the first, and, with the
exception perhaps of the Treaties of Vienna in 1815,
the most important of those attempts to reconstruct by
diplomacy the European states-system which have played
so large a part in modern history. It is important,
however, not as marking the introduction of new prin-
ciples, but as winding up the struggle which had convulsed
Germany since the revolt -of Luther, sealing its results,
and closing definitely the period of the Reformation.
Although the causes of disunion which the religious
movement called into being had now been at work for
more than a hundred years, their effects were not fully
seen till it became necessary to establish a system which
should represent the altered relations of the German
states. It may thus be said of this famous peace, as of
the other so-called ' fundamental law of the Empire/ the
Golden Bull, that it did no more than legalize a condition
of things already in existence, but which by being legalized
acquired new importance. To ail parties alike the result
of the Thirty Years' War was thoroughly unsatisfactory:
to the Protestants, who had lost Bohemia, and still were
obliged to hold an inferior place in the electoral college